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Tony Hogkinson

A NEW, covered
milking platform from
Herd Homes has a
slatted floor on which
cows stand during
milking.

Herd Homes
Dairyard was Jaunched
Jate September at a
field day at Mata. 20km
south of Whangarei.

The shed had been
subject to a supervised
trial for two years with
stringent parameters
controlled by Fonterra,
AgResearch and NZ
Food Safety Authority.
In the year before the
{rial regular tests of
milk quality were taken
as a base for the trial
results.

A Fonterra
representative told

“field day visitors
milk quality during
the trial had been of
a consistently high
standérd and all

w::nts had been

complied with.

Fonterra milk
quality specialist Terry
Playle said permission
had been granted for
three more similar
sheds to be built, with
a stipulation one be
built in Southland to
test different weather
conditions.

Fonterra and
AgResearch have now
put a case to NZFSA
for the trial to be
shortened; if accepted
the Dairyard concept
will be available to
anyone. Only Dairyard
has this approval.

Now a well accepted
concept, Herd Homes
are used to holding
stock during bad
weather to conserve
feed and reduce
pasture damage.

All effluent is
contained for later
spreading onto pasture,
reducing run-off. Cows
remain cooler during
Summer.
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Dairyard designer Tony Pow (second left) with visitors at the launch.
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