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Herd Homes builds 
on stronger trusses
STRONGER ROOF trusses are 
allowing Herd Homes to span up 
to 20m, so farms can retro-fit the 
Waikato firm’s roofs over existing 
yards and pads.

“It’s allowed us to cover feed pads, 
dairy yards and our Herd Homes,” 
chief executive Hamish McMillan 
told Dairy News at the recent South 
Island Agricultural Field Days, Lin-
coln.

The old design was adapted from 
glasshouse roofing using light steel 
and came in one width – 10.3m. The 
new design uses cold-rolled steel and 
can be made to fit up to nearly twice 
that, he explained. “It’s a lot more 
robust. We’re building the first half 
dozen now.”

One is being installed near Mata-
mata and four more are destined for 
a farm near Balclutha, Otago.

McMillan says there are about 350 
Herd Homes nationwide and more 
going in all the time. “It tends to go 
in clusters.”

The main appeal is protecting pas-

ture from damage during wet weather, 
and being able to manage effluent 
produced off-paddock efficiently and 
simply.

Effluent collects in a sump below a 
Herd Homes’ slatted floor which once 
or twice a year is removed so a loader 
can drive through to dig out the muck 
for loading into a spreader to go out 
onto the farm.

“The effluent management is very 
simple. There are no scrapers or any-
thing to breakdown.”

Capital cost per cow is typically 
$1500-1800. McMillan says the plas-
tic roof cover might need replacing 
after 7-8 years, which for a 200-cow 
unit currently costs about $6000, but 
everything else is designed to last at 
least 50 years.

Alternative semen 
suppliers looking 
for customers
THE RECENT South Island Agricul-
tural Field Days at Lincoln saw several 
of LIC’s competitors exhibiting, put-
ting their case for looking beyond the 
local cooperative when ordering next 
season’s bulls.

Among them was World Wide Sires, 
the global arm of two US farmer-owned 
cattle breeding cooperatives. “We’ve 
got access to the best bulls in the world, 
not just New Zealand,” World Wide 
Sires’ John Bannatyne told Dairy News.

New Zealand’s herds represent just 
4% of the world’s dairy genetics and 
contrary to the impression some give, 
it is not the only country with pasture-
based systems, he added.

“Our bulls’ progeny are proven in 92 
different countries under a wide variety 
of management systems and climates. 
You can go through what’s available 
and pick what will suit a New Zealand 
system.”

He was also quick to counter the 
perception that using overseas genet-
ics risked importing a fertility prob-

lem. “One of the highest-ranked bulls 
for fertility in New Zealand is one of 
our bulls.”

The company is a subsidiary of 
Select Sires, Ohio, and Accelerated 
Genetics, Wisconsin. 

Jersey, Ayrshire, beef and Holstein-
Friesian bulls are available.

John Bannatyne

fine particle and liquid suspended

slurry mixer and applicator
- Mix and apply animal health products 

- Mix and apply fine particle fertiliser
- Mix and apply dissolved fertiliser

- Mix and apply soil conditioners 
- Up to 24 metre swath (with boom extensions)

- Fully remote control spray and boom operation
- On-board weigh scales for accurate filling/operation

Tow and Fert

FLEXIBILITY 
 The Tow and Fert offers flexibility in your busy schedule to apply products you know 
and want, in a timely and effective manner.  Don’t wait until you have 60 hectares to 
spray - the Tow and Fert allows you to mix and apply any product at any time and 
apply either right in front of the cows or right behind the cows rotation.     

ASK US ABOUT HOW THE TOW AND FERT CAN SAVE YOU 45% OF YOUR UREA BILL.

Dont get caught with facial eczema - apply zinc with the

0508 747 040
www.towandfarm.com

   BENEFITS
- Apply when you want
- Protect the groundwater
- Enhance the soil
- Feed the foliage 
- Improve your bottom line
- Measured application

Call us for a

free DVD


