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Advertising Feature

Lameness and shelters — fact or fiction”?

INQUIRY levels for HerdHomes®
shelters were strong at the recent
Southern Field Days at Waimumu.
Farmers were actively exploring
options that allowed them to meet
or exceed proposed environmen-
tal limits but at the same time
maintained or, ideally, improved
productivity and profitability.

Throughout New Zealand, Herd-
Homes® shelter owners have
proven this to be feasible —
farming profitably within proposed
environmental limits.

Benefits can be gained at any
time of the year by focusing on
minimising soil and pasture dam-
age while maintaining the cow in
her peak performance range.

But what was surprising this
year was the number of “experts”
who had opinions on the manage-
ment of animal shelter options.

While this indicates that the
industry as a whole is putting more
focus on shelter or standoff
options, it is a concern when the
information being used to advise is
out of date or irrelevant for New
Zealand conditions.

Take, for example, lameness.

European research indicates a
higher incidence of lameness in
cows that are housed versus those
on pasture.

Can it therefore be assumed that

. Housing cows in HerdHomes® means there is minimal soil and pasture damage and
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Warmer and drier . .
the cow is maintained in her peak performance range.

scrapers where cows are fully
housed for long periods of time.
Does it apply to HerdHomes®

when the conditions are the same;
eg European-style barns with solid
roofs, concrete floors and floor

this applies directly to New Zea-

In some cases, most probably,

shelters with clear roofs (sunlight
streaming in), free-draining slatted
floors and a management system
that focuses around on/off graz-
ing?

No, it does not.

This has been borne out by
discussions with farmers through-
out New Zealand and, just as
importantly, their vets, who are
actually dealing with farms with
HerdHomes® shelters.

In some cases, lameness actu-
ally decreases, as one farmer
commented at the World Lame-
ness Conference in Rotorua a few
years ago.

This does not mean the Euro-
pean research is incorrect; it is just
being used incorrectly.

HerdHomes® has spent the past
12 years developing and fine-
tuning its options and has worked
alongside both New Zealand and
offshore research institutes and,
just as importantly, alongside New
Zealand farmers who are actually
using these facilities.

This means we have a better
understanding of what does and
does not work in New Zealand
conditions.

For more information, call
0800HerdHomes or www.herd
homes.co.nz.
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